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As Florida’s West Coast grows with soar- e
ing hotels and condo buildings, those E
looking for a little bit of “old Florida”
can find its charm in 15 lirtle cedar bun-
galows on Anna Maria Island, off the
coast of Bradenton.

“These are among the last of the original
bungalows,” said Jackie Luper, Bungalow
Beach Resorts director of marketing,
walking through the gazebo and into the
courtyard of the resort. “People can step
right out their front door and onto the
beach.”

Bert and Gayle Luper purchased the

Bungalow Beach Resort in September

1999. Both longtime residents of Manatee and Sarasora
Counties, the two dreamed of one da}r OWTINg a beach re-
sort. The couple spent about a year and $200,000 restoring
the 1930s-era bungalows, keeping the original architectur-
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beamed cathedral ceilings. A few of the original doors and
ceiling are still used in the poolside studio.

“When we were restoring, we found all sorts of treasures,”
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“We like to keep everything white,” Luper said. “That way
our guests know the linens and furniture are clean.”

Every morning, visitors put their towels in wicker baskets
outside their door to be picked up by staff. Linens are
changed every three days. Luper said guests expecting 24-
hour hotel-style service should probably look elsewhere.
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Luper said. “We found an old-fashioned
stove under the garage, which we now
use as part of the decorations. We found
an old rr:i:rigcratnr that we are '|u:ll:+1ng_
we can get to work.”

The cottages range in size from one to
three bedrooms and are located either
in the courtyard or are gulf-front. For-
get ﬂam[ngn |:|in|.< Or Neon grecn, All the
bungalows are fresh as sunshine with
white and beige interiors and rartan and
white-wicker furnirure hig]'llightcd b}r [
windows and skylights. Tropical paint-
ings of Haitian villages, flowers or sea
life grace the walls. Birdcagc.s abound.
Old-fashioned phones have been in-






